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GOVERNANCE

NBTC rift deepens over meeting legality

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Six members of the National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunications Commis-
sion (NBTC) convened a second “spe-
cial” meeting yesterday, but limited
themselves to acknowledging general
administrative matters.

The meeting was held amid doubts
overitslegality, given thatitwasarranged
without the involvement of NBTC chair-
man Dr Sarana Boonbaichaiyapruck.

Commissioner Suphat Suphacha-
lasai said after the session the meet-
ing refrained from considering items
requiring formal deliberation, instead
only acknowledging five general
agenda items.

The six commissioners held their first
meeting on their own last week without
Dr Sarana, as they questioned his quali-
fications after the NBTC selection com-
mittee had ruled in July that he lacked

the qualifications to hold office.

The six commissioners selected Mr
Suphat to chair the meeting yesterday.

Mr Suphat said the group intends to
consider agendas that require formal
decision-making at their next meeting
on Thursday.

To facilitate this formal decision-
making process, the six commission-
ers have requested support from the
NBTC secretariat office, with officials
to be sent to brief them on pending
agenda items.

However, he admitted it remains
uncertain whether the office will send
staff to do so.

Critical matters await board consid-
eration, including collaboration with
the International Telecommunication
Union and the long-stalled digital TV
broadcasting roadmap.

Acting NBTC secretary-general Trai-
rat Viriyasirikul raised serious concerns
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over the legal validity of the meetings
conducted by the six commissioners.

Mr Trairat said any resolutions
passed by the six-member group
constitute administrative orders that
normally require his signature for offi-
cial implementation.

However, he said he will refuse to sign
any administrative orders produced by
meetings of the six commissioners due
to doubts over their legal standing.

The legal uncertainty stems from the
meetings excluding Dr Sarana, whose
status as chairman remains disputed.

A source on the NBTC board who
requested anonymity said two com-
missioners, Torpong Selanon and Pol
Gen Nathathorn Prousoontorn, tried to
convince other commissioners at yes-
terday’s meeting to cancel the meeting.

The source said this reflects a faction
of the commissioners who have doubts
over the legality of the meeting.
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