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NBTC board vows to
clear agenda m 30 days

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

he National Broadcasting

and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) board meet-
ing held by six commissioners
on yesterday resolved to clear up
all urgent agenda items in one
month.

The six commissioners held
their own meeting without
chairman Dr Sarana Boonba-
ichaiyapruck, who earlier called
for meetings on Oct 1-2, but he
requested to be absent from them.

Dr Sarana refused to accept
this dual meeting structure,
noting all board meetings must
strictly comply with the rules so
that all decisions can be properly
implemented.

This “special” meeting did not
consider agenda items, focusing
instead on managinga large back-
log of pending items.

The sixcommissioners agreed to
hold urgent board meetings twice
a week, potentially on Wednes-
days and Thursdays during Octo-
ber, with the aim of clearing the
accumulated workload within one
month.

The commissioners scheduled
their nextmeetings for Oct 6and 8.

Commissioner Pirongrong
Ramasoota said the NBTCis a col-
legial organisation. Everyone has
equal rights under the law.

She said the six commissioners
were royally appointed, and reso-
lutions passed by the six-member
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majority should therefore have
legal effect.

The minutes of the meeting
would be submitted to the NBTC
office for implementation, noted
Mrs Pirongrong.

If the office ignores or fails to
perform its administrative duties
under the NBTC law, this could
constitute a failure to perform
duties as required by law, which
could result in relevant proce-
dures, she said.

The six commissioners
appointed commissioner Suphat
Supachalasai yesterday as chair-
man of the meeting.

For subsequent meetings, a
chairman will be elected on a
meeting-by-meeting basis, Mr
Suphat said.

Dr Sarana confirmed he was not
involved in the meeting.

Earlier an NBTC source who
requested anonymity said the spe-
cial meeting of six commissioners
and any approved agenda items
could risk regulatory challenge,
as Dr Sarana holds the power to
arrange NBTC meetings because
he is still chairman.

The board meetings have been
cancelled since July as many com-
missioners boycotted them after
the NBTC selection panel ruled in
July that Dr Sarana lacked the qual-
ifications to hold the office.

The panel also ordered Dr
Sarana to stop performing his
duties within seven days of receiv-
ing an order, which it sent to the
NBTC on Sept 30.
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