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Panel to dethorn industry

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

A joint committee has been set up by
the Information and Communication
Technology Ministry and the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission to address conflicts and
thorny issues in the Thai telecom indus-
try.
Chaired by the ICT permanent secre-
tary and the NBTC secretary, the com-
mittee has been given 90 days to seek
resolutions on important issues.

ICT Minister Anudith Nakornthap said
he fully supports the NBTC's schedule
for a third-generation (3G) licensing auc-
tion in mid-October.

Under the 3G auction plan, the NBTC
plans to offer nine slots on the
2.1-gigahertz spectrum, each containing
five megahertz of bandwidth.

The event will feature simultaneous
ascending-bid auctions.

Each participant can obtain maximum
bandwidth of 15 MHz.

The reserve price for a 5-MHz block
of spectrum is 4.5 billion baht.

News ID: C-120828001117 (28 Aug 12/05:59)
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Bidders will have to deposit 1.35 billion
baht as a minimum guarantee before
joining the auction.

After signing a memorandum of
understanding a few months ago, Gp
Capt Anudith yesterday met the NBTC
board to strengthen collaboration on
regulations and operations.

He said about 10 agenda items must
be urgently resolved including the spec-
trum issues after mobile concessions
expire.

Under the NBTC's master plan gov-
erning spectrum management, all state
telecom agencies have to transfer spec-
trum to the agency for reallocation after
their concessions expire.

Butboth TOT and CAT want toretain
their rights to the concessions.

Gp Capt Anudith said switching the
country’s analogue TV broadcasting to
a digital platform also requires discussion
as well as proposals for free public Wi-
Fi, development of the main telecom
infrastructure for state agencies and pre-
vention and suppression of cybercrime
via telecom and broadcasting systems.
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ICT MINISTRY,
NBTC T0 SOLVE
10 KEY ISSUES

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THENATION

TheICT Ministry and the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission will jointly pro-
pose solutions within a tight time
frame in relation to 10 key telecom
issues, including whether state
a.gencies can hang on to their spec-
tra after the concessions granted to
private cellular operators expire.

Information and Communica-
tions Technology Minister Anudith
Nakornthap and the NBTC agreed
yesterday on the establishment of'a
committee to coordinate policy
implementation andtheresolution
of key problems.

The panel, which will be chaired
by the ministry’s permanent secre-
tary, will in turn establish 10 sub-
committees, each of which will han-

dle one of 10 major industry issues.

The subcommittees are required to
propose guidelines for solving key
issues within 90 days of their estab-
lishment, the minister said.

Amongtheissuesinfocusisthe ICT
Ministry’s proposal that the NBTC
should permit TOT and CAT Telecom
tokeeptheirspectraaftertheend ofthe
private concessions using spectrum
bandwidth.

CAT's cellular concessions granted

to TrueMove and Digital Phone Co both
end in September next year, followed
by the Advanced Info Service conces-
sion granted by TOT, which expires in
2015. CAT's concession granted to Total
Access Commumcatlon (DTAC) s the
last to expire, in 2018.

News ID: C-120828003110 (28 Aug 12/06:11)
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Both state agencies want to main-
tain these spectra to generate new rev-
enue Sources.

Last week, NBTC member
Suthiphon Taveechaiyagarn said it

might consider citing the Frequency
Allocation Act to allow TOT and CAT
to hang on to such spectra for a short
period, possibly five years, sothat serv-
ice disruption could be avoided for the
customersof private providers afterthe
cellular concessions expire.

Under the commission’s spectrum
management master plan, all state
agencies have to hand over their spec-
trafor NBTC reallocation once the pri-
vate concessions end.

Other issues to be tackled by the 10
subcommittees include coordination
between the ICT Ministry and the
NBTC on satellite policy, and the
NBTC’s plan to switch the country’s
analog TV broadeasting system over to
aterrestrial digital system.

The Cabinet has assigned the min-
istry to coordinate with the NBTC on
the digital-switchover plan.

Meanwhile, NBTC secretary-gen-
eral Takorn Tantasitsaid yesterdaythat

the ministry had also requested a
Bt980-million budget from the watch-
dog’s Universal Service Obligation
(USO) fund to support the further
expansion of its free high-speed Wi-Fi
service project.

The project also aims to serve the
government’s One Tablet Per Child
scheme.The watchdogwill forward the
budget request to its committee in
charge of the telecom and broadcast-
ing fund, of which the USO is part.
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