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Bangkok Post

Bangkok Post
Circulation: 70,000
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Column: LOSERS: Telecoms regulators

Page: 2(Center)
PRValue (x3): 52,200

Clip: Full Color

LOSERS

Telecoms regulators

Quick review. The ballyhooed 3G spec-
trum auction (October 2012) looked more
like a smoke-filled room full of price-set-
ting capitalist moguls. The 4G spectrum
auction (November 2015) was sham-
bolic, with bidders unable to pay what
they bid. The digital TV licence auction
(December 2013) was a comical tragedy,
which taxpayers are forced to subsidise
today. There was a single common and
comical presence each time — the always
interesting, junta appointed National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-

tions Commission. The NBTC has one
job. And now again, they’ve failed. The
commission is charged with auctioning
spectrum for additional 4G expansion —
and cannot attract a single bidder. True
Move, AIS and on Friday DTAC all chose
never to even try to bid for spectrum
under the unacceptable and ultimately
failed terms set by NBTC secretary-gen-
eral Takorn Tantasith. The junta’s spin is
that the mobile phone companies have
disappointed the NBTC and government

yet again.
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