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BROADCASTING

Voice TV
freeze order
draws flak

POST REPORTERS

Two media associations have called on the
National Broadcasting and Telecommuni-
cations Commission (NBTC) to review its
committee’s order to black out Voice TV’s
broadcasts for seven days, saying it harms
media freedom.

The call was made by the Thai Jour-
nalists Association (TJA) and the Thai
Broadcast Journalists Association (TBJA),
which released a joint statement yesterday.

They made the call a day after the
NBTC board decided to punish Voice TV,
which belongs to the Shinawatra family,
for airing content that violated the NCPO’s
announcements Nos.97 and 103, and Sec-
tion 97 of the NBTC Act more than 10 times
last year.

The NBTC said the content was inap-
propriate and could lead to social divisions.

The associations said they oppose the
committee’s decision to suspend the chan-
nel’s licence for seven days.

They said the suspension order
could affect media employees who may
have nothing to do with the TV content or
were unaware of the anchors’ actions.

Ifthe committee had suspended particu-
lar programmes, the impact would be felt
only by those producing the programmes,
but the suspension of the channel’s licence
would have a larger impact, they said.

The NBTC is an independent agency
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which provides licences to the TV opera-
tors and regulates them.

Ifituses its power carelessly, media free-
dom could suffer, they said.

The committee cited complaints from
the media monitoring panel of the National
Council for Peace and Order (NCPO) in
making its order, which suggested the com-
mittee was susceptible to allowing those in
power to damage the agency’s independ-
ence, they said.

The move will undermine the credibility
of the NBTC and affect the freedom of its
regulated media outlets, they said.

The committee’s resolution also con-
flicts with both the 1997 and 2006 constitu-
tions, which safeguard those in the media
who deliver news or opinions in compli-
ance with their career ethics.

The charters bar any orders which
force the closure of media outlets to
infringe on their freedom, according to
the associations.

They said that in the case of Voice TV,
any problematic programmes could be
considered on a case-by-case basis and
power should not have been used to sus-
pend the TV licence.

Authorities also have the right to file
police complaints against TV channels, if
their broadcasts affect national security,
infringe on people’s privacy or defame
them, they said.

Meanwhile, NCPO spokesman Winthai
Suvaree insisted the temporary suspension
of Voice TV’s licence has nothing to do with
the NCPO and the council did not request
the NBTC to act on the matter.

“That is up to the NBTC to consider,
which was made according to its own pro-
cess,’ said Col Winthai, adding the suspen-
sion may have resulted because earlier
warnings to the channel went unheeded.
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Voice TV ban
‘an attack on
media freedom’

GROUPS URGE NBTC
TO REVIEW STATION'S
/-DAY SUSPENSION

KASAMAKORN CHANWANPEN
THE NATION

PROFESSIONAL media associations
voiced support yesterday for Voice TV
and urged the broadcasting regulator to
review 1ts decision to ban the station for

seven days.
The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications  Commission

(NBTC) on Monday suspended the dig-
ital channel’slicence over repeated mis-
conduct after it broadcast harsh eriti-
cism of the military many times.

In a joint statement signed by the
Thai Journalists Association and Thai
Broadcast Journalists Association, they
said the order violated media freedom
and could harm all media outlets.

Ttwasunfairtobanthewholestation
as only some programmes and anchors
violated the junta’s orders, they said in
a statement. Many other staff were not
involved but had been affected by the
decision, it said.

While Voice TV hashad programmes
banned several times since the military
coup in 2014, suspension of a station’s
operating licence is very rare.

The NBTCwas supposed to be astate
agency to protect media freedom from
intervention, the associations’statement
continued. “The decision to ban the
media due to complaints from thejunta
reflectthe fact that the NBTC has failed
to act independently.” So, the decision
also affected the credibility of the media
regulator, it said.

The decision to ban the TV station
was also against the spirit of the refer-
endum-approved charter, which guar-
antees freedom of expression, it said.

Thailand is still under a provisional
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charterissued bythejuntaafterthe coup
in May 2014, which empowered it to
restrict media freedom. The new char-
ter, whichwasendorsedinareferendum
lastyear,is awaiting royal endorsement.

Executives at Voice TV held a meet-
ing yesterday to discuss getting pro-
grammes aired via online platforms, a
source said. They had yet to take legal
action against the regulator, as the sta-
tion was still assessing the situation and
preparing documents before taking the
matter to court, the source said.

Thepchai Yong, president of the Thai
Broadcast Journalists Association, said
while it was accepted that the country
wasunder extraordinaryruleand media
control was prevalent, the NBTC order
could raise questions on whether the
country could return to normality as
promised in the junta’s road map to
democracy.

Meanwhile, Voice TV fans hitback at
broadcasting officials over the seven-
dayban. They denounced the moveasa
curb on the media and claimed that its
reports were the truth - and vowed to
follow the station online.

Facebook live coverage of the sta-
tion’s press conference received mostly
“angry” emoticons as station executive
Mekin Petchplai clarified Voice TV's next
moves after its suspension.

Viewers also gave moral support,
encouraging Voice TV staff to keep up
their work so audiences can still watch
shows via Facebook and its website.

Voice TV is partly owned by
Panthongtae and Pintongta Shinwatra,
the son and daughter of fugitive former
prime minister Thaksin.

Supinya Klangnarong, a former
NBTC member, wrote on Facebook on
Monday that the penalty imposed on
the embattled station was dispropor-
tionate. The move showed the tenden-
cy to limit freedom of expression in the
media, she said. Such a selective action
would lead to more conflict, she feared.
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