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Film body wants pirated
video websites banned

GROUP BLACKLISTS 36 SITES, URGES HELP FROM NBTC

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THE NATIONAL Federation of
Thai Film Associations has put 36
video-on-demand websites on a
blacklist for allegedly offering pirat-
ed content and has asked the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) to ban them from major
Internet service providers (ISPs).

Choakchai Chayawatto, director
of the federation, said the 36 web-
sites it had named had the most fre-
quent use, but the group believes
there are many more pirate sites
offering either subscription-based
or free-view services.

The blacklist includes doo-
hd.com, moviehd-free.com, mas-
termovie-hd.com, ohohd.com, nun-
gonline-hd.com and zabaydee.com.

“This problem [of pirated videos
online] has caused more than Bt10
billion in damage to the film indus-
tryoverthe pastdecade,” Choakchai
told The Nationafter a meeting with

NBTC secretary-general Takorn
Tantasith.

Accompanied by film directors,
actors and Vicha Poolvaraluck,
chairman of Major Cineplex Group,
Choakchai told Takorn thatthe fed-
eration was seeking help from the
NBTC to take legal action against
pirate websites to protect the copy-
rightsoftheir content and ban them
from Thai ISPs.

The availability of pirated online
video-on-demand services has
been mushrooming over the past
couple of years. The federation in
collaboration with cable-TV opera-
tors and copyright holders and
content owners has formed a work-
ing committee to monitor and take
legal action against these illicit
providers.

“Unfortunately, our team cannot
deal with the mushrooming of'ille-
gal websites, as it is quite easy to
establish a new website once the
previous one has been shut down,”
Choakchai said.

Apart from Web-based address-

News ID: C-161228003017 (28 Dec 16/06:09)
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es, pirated content is also available
on social media, such as closed
Facebook groups, which collectsub-
scription fees, and YouTube for free
viewing, he added.

Takorn suggested that content
owners or distributors notify the
police and make reports to the
NBTC for further processing,

“Through our licence-based reg-
ulation, we will notify all relevant
ISP providers to shut down illegal
[sites],” he said.

AsThailand is being transformed
into the digital era, the government
has prioritised intellectual proper-
ty as one of the key components of
promoting a creative economy.

The NBTC says it is committed
to helping the industry to protect
copyrightinfringementand support
its industry’s growth.

The NBTC metyesterdaywith 13
ISPs including CAT Telecom, CS
Loxinfo, DTAC Broadband,
Advanced Wireless Network, iNet
and True Internet to seek a proper
solution to this problem.
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Headline: TrueVisions relief plan rejected

BROADCASTING

TrueVisions relief plan rejected

NANAT SUCHIVA

TrueVisions’ customer-relief plan was
rejected yesterday by the broadcasting
regulator’s consumer protection subcom-
mittee after the pay TV operator announced
plans to cancel six popular channels on
Jan 1.

The subcommittee asked TrueVisions to
resubmit its plan by mid-January.

“TrueVisions’ customer-relief plan is
not fair and is inappropriate,” said Supinya
Klangnarong, a broadcasting commissioner
of the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC). “About
100,000 Platinum package subscribers will
be impacted by the cancellation of the
six channels.”

On Jan 1, TrueVisions will stop airing
the six channels: Cinemax, HBQ, HBO Hits
HD, HBO Signature, HBO Family and Red
by HBO.

TrueVisions plans to replace the

cancelled content
with Warner TV,
Sony, Paramount,
Fox Action Movies
HD, Celestial Clas-
sic Movies and
Food Network on
Jan 1, plus True
Films HD 2 and
one other channel
in March.

Many TrueVi-
sions Platinum
subscribers said they subscribed to the
Platinum package costing more than 2,000
baht a month to watch HBO and Cinemax.

“I became a Platinum package sub-
scriber because I like the HBO and Cin-
emax channels,” said Marisa, 45, an office
worker inthe Asok area. “The content that
will replace the lost channels cannot be
comparable.”

An industry source said TrueVisions

Supinya: Relief plan
doesn’t pass muster

could not reach a deal with HBO, as the
latter’s broadcasting fees were too high.
The source hinted that HBO and Cinemax
would move to the AIS Playbox platform
after separating from TrueVisions.

Ms Supinya said the broadcasting pan-
el’s resolution remains incomplete and the
panel has no proper administrative order
to enforce regarding TrueVisions.

The consumer protection subcommit-
tee will ask the NBTC board to reconsider
the broadcasting committee’s resolution,
which approved TrueVisions’ plan to drop
the six channels on Jan 1 without notifying
the regulator 30 days in advance.

The move by TrueVisions is said to
violate NBTC rules but was approved as
a special case because TrueVisions said
it had failed to reach an agreement with
US-based HBO, citing unspecified business
difficulties. HBO has already terminated its
TrueVisions contract.

TrueVisions has 3.8 million subscribers.
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PostBag

TrueVisions shamed

Re: “True drops HBO, 5 others) (Business,
Dec 27).

With regards to the news that the National
Broadcasting Telecommunications Commis-
sion approved a request by TrueVisions to
stop airing six channels, including HBO and
Cinemayx, from Jan 1, I sent a letter to the
NBTC and the Consumer Protection Board
yesterday. I would like to share it here as an
(edited) open letter:

This correspondence is to serve as a
formal complaint against TrueVisions for its
violation of the NBTC's rules regarding a 30-
day notification required when a television
channel cancels its programming,

A second complaint cites unfair busi-
ness practices for cheating subscribers
of premium movie content and original
programming while charging the high cable
and satellite rates.

I have been with TrueVisions (and UBC)
for more than 13 years. TrueVisions has
consistently sold its premium packages tout-
ing HBO and Cinemax, with their award-
winning original programming, as the “best”
available anywhere. TrueVisions also sells
premium packages by offering same-day
broadcasts as the US for some of the original
programming content.

As you read this complaint, TrueVisions
is advertising HBO as next year’s Academy
Awards channel. How will TrueVisions pro-
vide subscribers with the Academy Awards,
and original programming such as West-
world, Game of Thrones, Divorce, Vice Prin-
cipals and Veep? The list goes on and on.

At the very least this debacle reeks of
corporate incompetence boarding on negli-
gence. How long was NBTC kept in the dark

ﬁiQNewsClip"

www.ignewsclip.com

about negotiations for the now cancelled
HBO and Cinemax channels? As a premium
content subscriber, I read about this fiasco
online as a rumour on Monday.

Questions from the subscribers and the
NBTC need to be answered. I brought up
the wrangle over live telecasts of the English
Premier League between TrueVisions and
CTH a couple of years ago.

Who made money by failing to win the
bid for EPL content? It was TrueVisions,
of course.

Meanwhile, its lack of intervention drove
fans to download illegal satellite services
and exposed CTH as a company that could
not provide promised services.

Do not let TrueVisions walk all over the
NBTC again. TrueVisions will continue to
lure customers and switch tactics until such
time the government steps in and puts a stop
to these questionable business practices.
This is just another TrueVisions embarrass-
ment that should not be ignored yet again.

DAVID BARKDULL

Give Mor Nim a break

Re: “Murderers’, (BP, Dec25).
For the first ime, your Sunday edition’s
page two on losers and winners of the week

CONTACT: BANGKOK POST BUILDING,

136 NA RANONG ROAD,

KLONG TOEY, BANGKOK 10110

FAX: +02 2403666,

email: postbag@bangkokpost.co.th

All letter writers must provide full name and
address. All published correspondence is
subject to editing at our discretion

News ID: C-161228001043 (28 Dec 16/06:25)

disappointed me.

The comments on Nitiwadee “Mor Nim”
Pucharoenyos were prejudicial to her case as
she still had the right to appeal.

Mor Nim was found guilty and sentenced
to death by the first court for hiring an assas-
sin to murder her husband.

Calling the doctor a “crocodile tear
expert” and saying bail was granted “within
hours” by the Appeal Court and the bail was
greeted with no “national applause” show
the writer’s leanings, that he believes Mor
Nim to be guilty while ignoring her legal and
constitutional rights to challenge the judge-
ment in the next two courts.

Furthermore, the bail was not granted
within hours.

Upon receiving the bail request, the
Appeal Court asked for three days and later
decided to grant bail the next day.

Granting bail to a convict sentenced to
death by the first court is not abnormal
and is the respected judgement of the Ap-
peal Court.

There could be many reasons bail was
granted besides those stated in the news
article.

SONGDEJ PRADITSMANONT

Sauce for the goose

One really has to wonder if Nitiwadee “Mor
Nim” Pucharoenyos was not from the more
elite segment of society, would she have
been granted bail while appealing against
her death sentence for the murder of

her husband?

Surely such generous terms are not ex-
tended to the likes of migrant workers from
Myanmar or other common criminals.

SAMANEA SAMAN
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NBTC’s consumer rights chief
WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP Broadcasting Committee to
THE NATION review its decision to revoke the
six licences to broadcast HBO,
ABOUT 300,000 True Visions Cinemax, HBO Signature, HBO
subscribers are expected tolose  Family, HBO Hits and Red by
six movie channels from HBO HBO, following the request from
Asia, an American premiumtele-  True Visions. _
vision network, after the coun- To protect consumer rights,
try’s largest pay-TV operator broadcasting law requires a pay-
failed to renew the contract. TV operator to inform its sub-
Supinya Klangnarong, a scribers at least 30 days in
member of the National advance of cancellation of any
Broadcasting and service. However, True Visions had
Telecommunications only last week submitted the pro-
Commission (NBTC), said yester- ~ Posal to cancel the HBO services
day that subscribers to True onJanuary 1. ,
Visions' Bt2,155.15-a-month “As the broadcasting regulator,
Platinum package appeared to we need to see True Visions take
be the hardest hit, followedby ~ responsibility for this issue legal-
subscribers to the Bt1,568.15 Gold  \" Supinya said. .
package. “So the NBTC's broadcasting
0f 3.8 million subscribers, panel should issue an administra-
100,000 are on the Platinum tive order such as a fine against
package and 200,000 on Gold. True Visions to protect its con-
The rest are in the mid- to low- sumers’ benefits.” .
tier segments. True Visions has offered to air
Supinya said that at her at least six new channels — Food
meeting with representatives Network, Paramount, Warner TV,
from True Visions yesterday, the Celestial Classic Chinese Movies,
pay-TV giant came without Sony Channel and Fox Action
remedial measures. Movies — to replace HBO's chan-
She ordered True Visions to nels. .
propose a new plan early next However, Supinya, who voted
year for consideration. against the Broadcasting
Supinya, who s also chair- Committee’s resolution on this
woman of the regulator's con- matter, said this was not suffi-
sumer rights committee, said her cient for customer compensation
team wants the NBTC’s at this stage.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

WE WELCOME YOUR VIEWS on anything newsworthy. Pleaseinclude
your name and address on your letters. We reserve the right to edit all letters

for clarity, content and length.

A sect whose
days are numbered

Those seeking the arrest of the
former abbot of Wat
Dhammakaya should exercise
caution. Many of his disciples
have given their worldly posses-
sions in exchange for a choice
place in the afterlife. They are
ready to die, since without their
master they are beings without
identities and the means to sur-
vive.

This organisation became a
sect of the past when it lost its
ability to amass untold wealth by
allegedly laundering money for
corrupt politicians and big enter-
prises. Thanks to its wealth and
the support of'its disciples, its
agony might last a long time.
There is no need for the govern-
ment to rush - the fact that it will
never rise again is the equivalent
to capital punishment for the for-
mer abbot.

Clara Holzer

Ongoing TV censorship
prompts rethink
on subscription

I was watching the Al Jazeera
Channel on TrueVisions yesterday
morning and heard that a news
story was coming up about a Thai
woman who has started an NGO
that helps give meaning to the
lives of underprivileged inner-city
children in Bangkok by teaching
them to play musical instruments.

AsIwaited to watch this obvi-
ously inspiring story, the anchor
announced it with the words,
“Meanwhile in Thai...” At the
sound of the cue word “Thailand”,
TrueVisions blacked out the two-
and-a-half-minute broadcast,
showing in its place the irritating
notice “Programming will be
resumed shortly”

What could have been so sub-
versive in a report about an NGO
teaching slum children to play the
guitar that caused TrueVisions to
decide its paying customers
should not be allowed to see it?
Could it have been the mere fact
that it revealed that Thai society is
so imperfect as to leave many of
its children destitute and uncar-
ed-for by the state? The combina-
tion of this sort of censorship and
the news that TrueVisions will no
longer provide HBO or Cinemax
prompts me to review whether I
should renew my exorbitantly
priced subscription.

Fortunately, there are now a
number of good English-lan-
guage online TV options already
available in Thailand - and others

such as Netflix and Amazon
Prime just around the corner.
George Morgan

TrueVisions’ failure:
Will regulator step in?

Re: “TrueVisions cans 6 channels after
contract failure”, Business, December
27

The TrueVisions Group is now
in violation of its rules stipulating
that its subscribers be notified at
least 30 days before a channel is
deleted. Additionally, I am mak-
ing a second complaint citing
unfair business practices for
cheating subscribers of premium
movie content and original pro-
gramming while charging the
highest cable and satellite rates in
the Kingdom.

I have been with TrueVisions
(and UBC) for more than 13
years. It has consistently sold its
premium packages touting HBO
and Cinemax, with their award-
winning original programming,
as the “best” available anywhere.

True Visions also sells premium
packages by offering same-day
broadcasts from the US for some
original programming.

News ID: C-161228003033 (28 Dec 16/06:07)

Send us your views
in an instant!

E-mail your opinion, with
“Letters to the Editor”in

the subject box, to:
letters@nationgroup.com

As you read this, TrueVisions is
advertising HBO as next year’s
Academy Awards channel. How
will TrueVisions provide sub-
scribers with the Oscars, original
programming such as
*Westworld”, “Game of Thrones”,
“Divorce”, “Vice Principals” and
“Veep”? The list goes on.

Atthe very least this debacle
reeks of corporate incompetence.
How long was the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
kept in the dark about negotia-
tions for the now-withdrawn
HBO/Cinemax channels? As a
premium-content subscriber T
read about this fiasco online yes-
terday - as a rumour still to be
confirmed.

Questions from subscribers
and the NBTC regarding good-
faith negotiations need to be
answered.

TrueVisions will continue with
bait-and-switch tactics, negli-
gence and other dubious tactics
until the government steps in and
puts a stop to such practices.
David Barkdull

Page:

“,‘:'iQNewscli}f InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330

www.ignewsclip.com

Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax. 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com

171




)Gl an
Khom Chad Luek (Mid-Day)

Circulation: 900,000
Ad Rate: 2,200

Section: First Section/\F3¥3Na

Fuf: WS 28 SWINAN 2559

i9: 16 atufi: 5548 W 7(U) .
Col.Inch: 42.20  Ad Value: 92,840 PRValue (x3): 278,520 Asy: &8
Wagaaa: Sennyidudnniderensnidnedasuasanan. iBeanenasenatzesdns luas..

Fannyliudandanmaoniansian

uaianan. WidmuanasasnuauanahiasdinGaning

® uein nem ‘Mwumnmﬁunmn 6 doediemu “mmmsmuwmmmnmmmuu‘mu @it
fwe ueadhuramang mnmv’mum-umﬁwﬁ MafuATILTInA mmummamﬂu WTEvein
lineda FenmFesnasnisi@sinsnin a1y Yuonesn: q Wi msesdhiuuni mszms

“sfitygyn” FAndumou Liudedaenth nam. saudnnaunsodhila asamawﬂwfﬂmaua
AIsHuMasiny 1 Feafazriansniseazdenain 14 fearums

winnmgidud dulszneumsivensuaundn e 6 ‘mms islimaun 6 Searomsiay

(Pay TV) 1weonidn 6 seasrems ur HBO, Fondnt) # nmuaunumuusnmn aadula fu
HBO Signature, HBO Kid, HBO Family, Red by uiMmsaenIeo i maawmﬂauuuwmnvmﬂu
HBO uaz Cinemax Fusud 1 unmeu 2560 18 musﬂwsmsmawauaﬂﬂsumm 5 murm

1..l1-1

'i’l‘lJ‘i“']Sllﬂﬂlaﬂﬁﬁuﬂ'liﬂ"ilﬂ'l‘iﬂi"’ﬂ'lﬂ doauar  asSeu Liﬂ\iﬂ'lﬁ I.E.lf.l'Jtl'l%.Lillﬂu1ﬂLll Eﬂﬂ‘iﬂﬂwu

Aamsingyied Lum‘im 26 suneau 2559 a3 aﬂnnaunimmﬁmuﬂuﬂsamyu%ﬂ AFHUMS
uﬂmwan’lwﬂﬂwaﬂﬂmﬂmumauman Wﬂﬂanumms:waanﬁiﬂma'lm" w.2.u¥ind

LRI ﬁﬂﬁ‘iﬂu UsesuAnznNIINMININST TN'H u.d. ’dﬂrurm NBIUTIA NTTUNS AN

ﬂs,mﬂmammm}mﬂmﬂﬁu (nam.) 32y dune ’Lamamwumumummu @supinya ‘thumu
ﬂmwuﬁmasﬂnawaaiwmsmnanmaqmn'm fundveda desnnihrhdumsiieduney (b
aansausTgieanamgsie laonsdidanante  wisdanih 30 1) uaslifiunudninfuslan 3
LﬂNLLuTﬂ’NﬂQUﬂmHﬂﬂﬂ maﬁ'ﬂwimi Ao N3 nam. mstanasMINeUnAses iﬁwﬂ%’uﬁ?eguq

Tud 'lﬂasamamu'lfa'mesamwaam?hﬂﬁ (HBO) mﬁﬂﬁvmﬁ uazez Nﬂ"‘i'-‘ﬁfvmimmﬂﬂﬂﬂ‘ﬁuﬂm
mﬁluﬁmrmiwﬁ mmﬂnﬂaﬁmmw vepdail ﬂu'nu.im'lum‘n 27 fuNAN 2559

Aodye Sedhueeiidnlalé dnfu nan St ‘Hmzﬂﬂgwuﬁﬂi:ﬂ'lmJ‘imwmaaiwm-; 6
vaulnonidn 6 veedandla YoAn Usznaumis Warner TV, Sony Channel,

was

L3 v
atalsfimu nicﬁﬁﬁwam:ﬂudaﬁqmﬁu?ms Paramount, Fox Action Movies, Celestial Classic
Afuuinms Femaanesgudyyhinmsgld  Movies, Food Network HD fiazwienseneme

- - - \ ' oa . ‘g &
vSmsazenidnuimslaseendlaninetaties 1 un31AN 2560 wazdn 2 Yeanemsinisig 4

30

u ffurimssesvenaamihifiumodnuel  F95auda True Films HD 2 finseusanaimelu

aﬂ‘ai'l.uuaanﬂ 39U WBUNIAN 2560

muu nsrwammuﬁ wamﬁmmﬂummsn Wnygnia wssuAng seamihAnuTms

mmammmmms"lﬂ nan. muuﬁ'lnaunisumi nENAUAIWIESE ua-ﬁ’mﬁ'mwamn'ﬁmﬁ&sé
mufmﬂsmNU“Inﬂ'thmimmnmumwansvmj warWangsfie 'ﬂmua uuamg ﬂasﬂaﬁw nem
deNiuuims laswwamafe gfuvimsannsn D msﬂﬁumwmmmslwuﬂsm filafiads=lond
Unmnmms'lﬁ"[mu‘lnum’lqsmulumauaﬂmu maqam-}mwﬂwmﬂuﬁmm FeldRnsanmuwn
(25 ufiinde) nsammmamwnm’-mmmmm TuumﬁmmwUmsmnm'[anwmaw.tﬂauuuﬁm
maqmn‘lumsamumiuaaum Feounssunse: 1 ﬂumumwmiﬂmwauunauLi’hwmmﬂu
w:umwuﬁummua LATINATATEI ﬂamﬂmnunu‘ﬁaqswUmwuaa'lﬂwsaunuma

HHY12: C-161228036053 (27 5.A. 59/08:55) wu 171

-{?iQNewsClip"

www.ignewsclip.com

vinm Aulwiaaan 7 888/178 prAraNmINUNATTI U 17 ouuNALTA upa9RuAT Ay Tu njemw 10330
Tns 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 umng 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 HLua: help@ignewsclip.com




Daily News (Mid—-Day)
Circulation: 810,000
Ad Rate: 1,350

1Iqatdd
[ nsauts}

Section‘ First Section/-
'nm Wﬁ 28 ﬁ%’)’]ﬂﬂ 2559

##: - atufi: 24548 wu1: 8(271)
Col.Inch: 22.30  Ad Value: 30,105 PRValue (x3): 90,315

#W298212: njandngaserilo-ddunny

Aad: 217-6n

nsanEndadasiila-SHuund

WeoTuf 26 5.0, AdINNUANENITUMINIMINITNELFET RaM I NN Lag
AamsInsaunauiand (nany. ) w.e.ud gnadmi Ussmunuenisumsnansnszng

idoanaziamslngiimi (nam.) Waweh Mlszauanenisums nem. Jud s Ao 1 1704
Tidesnumsuesiim nsud nfu s s Fernems smianlueyanalsznen
Ramsnszmendondelnsimiieliuims ] dnsufemsilildndund daud
i 1 1.a. 2560 WIMaNga azismseniandennznsaums namn. Tine so T
L'Eiau"lmﬁﬂg]ﬁmEJﬁmuﬂrdmm

Wil n30 |8%inedonan. Tn"lll’éﬂllﬁﬂﬁﬂm‘VIN’ﬁﬁﬂ’ﬂﬂ‘umTiuﬁﬂWSLﬁBHWSWHﬂﬁ
sosmamERnEEI o o3zt indsnonam oL AMANEN 14 Jou dilinniz
BUNITUMIALANATBANTINAA wmﬁmmmamimmwﬁammmgnmﬂmmm‘ﬂ@ﬂ
L%;’JT‘:'I{EI@ aﬂ'n"lﬁﬁmmmzﬁﬁ’ﬂajﬁgﬂﬁmgcﬂ wgeni@nmM3sims Tagm e ﬁgﬂﬁwﬁ’wm
Uszinm 1 dundiden

]

' Y o1 9w 1 o d ad e a A 1 a 1 oAa
FIENUVILDIN @HIY 6 YoINNIIBUTUDENIANAe ﬁﬁﬂﬁlﬂﬁlﬂ_ﬂ@ YOI%1U

¢ v A5 A 2 1 = (md As = ' s
wind Feostewd loFniuaed ooyl lowlia ooyl lodniozveasamnsiesile
ethalsimunnmsasvdeudinemsuiulsdnisud vessnFnufinmnauwanding

T - T - T T Q. ¢ @ A o . w
wazlnad Failnodaud Jud 1 5.0. 59 1iuduly danaligesnemsaanared ludsisms

NN 153U ABS ﬁmﬁmﬁmmuﬁ'ﬁmﬁnduﬁ'mmﬁwnﬁ%ﬁ wazihimhane
umandrdiazianngse nF%ud uue. ng aedleisd ndah dwfudeansms
Tmifwourhneonemmemouii 1 u.m.ese0 s vesde1. wwhuedis do
musuadiasidsimnenin 2. Taiurawn Jeufufiisondya 5. mauhd

' o & Az 9 oa ¥ o U 4

upalua Feamwouaiaannuiiluagd legnandinhveslan 4. Hend udadu ynd
lo%a Foanmmouaiaazaudemiaaeiinandatsu 5. SisamBea amadn Y3 Ao

2t a7 1 Ao ¢ o A v w4
mwea I wag 6. o uaiia Feamiiaueladdladinmezdr Boulsadanaistos
TNANNAYNUBIBIHIT 1dueAIBMIduIMATIAA 18T BN SNy FInhszauTan
= o
(g

SWd212: C-161228035103 (27 5.A. 59/08:38)

&7 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

visn AulWiaaan siim 888/178 DIATINNTNUNATE Fu 17 oumniuia up9auRil wAnaiu n3amw 10330
Tns 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 unnt 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 #a: help@ignewsclip.com

HU 171




Section: First Section/21LFAT¥3N3

1“85'3 Fufi: WS 28 SWINAN 2559
whalll

dn: 68 aUuUN: 21526
Thai Rath (Mid-Day) Col.Inch: 51.95 Ad Value: 155,850

Circulation: 1,000,000
Ad Rate: 3,000

Wi 9(5’131)
PRValue (x3): 467,550 ARY:

2D
210
20

Wa28217: 1ALETA1gINalNatT "nFITua” endnuinisges “egdle”

@ ‘N1iiiud’ amaniTnIiday ‘naiiin’

mmwmmﬁﬁﬂmﬁa

<

“

%33‘# d" auduniug 18 Uiy “leviiTe” nduasan
Gdoulugsnaliasd sunafeiovil Tedoudur ualau
VNI aiaauwmﬁ @ nunionifaaiilil
IHYFINNI ﬂﬁt%umumn s unvunvevilaain 700

BOUNDD 400 D4 _

wo.uil graimi senizsupnznissnmiitinaniznods
Aona3 Tnaimi uazians nsmnnaunand (nem) Tugnsalsgs
ANENTIUNINININIENdvanazian Tnaiami (nan.) 1Tamuy
o A8 ~ D) nd ¢ o ~ v
ilszapiueia nanw.iludopialvivaimsidud nfl gdnisTiuingg
wazonidnlueygnteasiuns 9 6 voa ldun 483 HBO (10
i10), Cinemax, HBO Signature, HBO Family, HBO Hit,
RED BY HBO tiloaninliannsanindedyaiuevilTe'ld Tau

[ VI | €.y M L L T | A
seilnadaud 1 u.a.2560 (sl Taomangiduduiaiainges
pwmstmiiflonaumaomniiimel) iiinsvosnidnuanadandraths
Tasazilou nema. Soudadranii so TuammaguaduatoitiuiTna
i AnzoynITINTIAUATOIUI TnAIZAT NGO LI zfanmeioly

fidodnawanid nadimgididiu andhiinnoui sz nan,
M@ 1ileanniilonan 22.40 1. ¥0a T 26 5.0, WA NANINTIA
n3suns namy. IiBadeasrimmimaeiiydiand szaynszmnlsza
voianan. luiuil 26 5.0 9xANTINNGEMIITUG vounidn 6 V04
51em3 udndvlilddadihanzoynisunifguaioiud Tnaliigiioa

N ) ' ads ¢ 1 W &

raniznudemnin adothaimhuiflmivosmninngiidedlsin

)
]

voda nan.amIvgiludonidn ininzanas
LT, ud wagiga liviudie Tavueg
wenudu e dndon

annnugnie 2IsusAeg sentimih
AuzfuImMIngudmnIasd nazmiih
mﬂnum'jmtﬂ‘lrﬁllﬂzﬁ‘ﬂnnqiﬁﬂ 1133‘1‘}’115
V3 w3 aoilordi 9 (unann) ndnd
mfurintesrunmi lmiafaitiosonan
wnTiimssumsonamiTaniidmnmlas
1 sinasonsiianden Taumilidasaia
uazauTunvoafyy Taodilmisziim

IRA212: C-161228039145(27 5.A. 59/09:12)

v

ooneINAs s il 131.0.2560 §111 6704
o1 Warner TV 50ammousiozdiannonsin
2.Sony Channel %o3fag0ni 0 8. Para-
mount Channel ¥0amuuuas jmfuﬁtffamf‘fq
nMuund 4. Fox Action Movies HD 164
wihudontimaeiudndiis. celestial Classic
Movies T0amTadunianedies 91 Shaw
Brothers6. Food Network 993310mi01m13
drmhudou il.n.2560 durmuindn 2 g4 11l
aouTmdnemTinilahafiforer True Films HD2
i

fdotnTuain@niy maneani

o
A}

senmpidudiuesi Torafhuioadon
dmvmndnngiduditiov iiloanndoaoy
iiTofathmennundnuozaygnaiddndaud
fl2sa1 wio 18 Thrud Tavluitwiimyidd
foamivoueuiiTorfuavoudvy imirzihiros
fvisadano’ld var eyl Todioinanorin
wininafa e doalivisuondes uonniu
am%nﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂ’ﬁmﬁ'uuﬁinhdaun%ﬁw 704
il Torihezmuiiah i lmlg hitans
udidavansunathinedudueg

yiail maoa 1 Wi gifeitilazay
JamdmaoldnTavaaen Tidvaadea
AaIanin i ndisznoumsidaitoni1s
noavueunidniens i iyl
sy niianuitommaeilu 400 116 9nH
1NN 700 1 Taudhaauisin aenm 1% (i)
18ufavoy@nisoonoinia Tnswmidoitd
Aoy Mcot 1 (1Bunon T1) Faud¥iil 1
11.0.2560 $70 nd1oonIMANRINAT] 2550,

HU 171

ﬁiQNewsCli}f visn AulWiaaan siim 888/178 DIATINNINUNRITT TU 17 ouuinAUSA useauid wanadu njamn 10330

www.ignewsclip.com

Tns 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 unnt 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 BLuA: help@ignewsclip.com




Bangkok Post

Bangkok Post
Circulation: 70,000
Ad Rate: 1,500

Section: Life/First Page
Date: Wednesday 28 December 2016

Headline: 5 TALKING POINTS IN THAI ENTERAINMENT

Volume: - No: - Page: 1(Center), 8
Col.Inch: 320.45 Ad Value: 480,675 PRValue (x3): 1,442,025 Clip: Full Color

TALKING POINTS

IN THAI

ENTERTAINMENT

TALKING POINTS

IN THAI

ENTERTAINMENT
]

K1 SORRAYUTH'S DOWNFALL

TELEVISION

STORY: KANOKPORN

CHANASONGKRAM

In March, the country’s number-one newscaster, Sorrayuth Suthassanachinda,

made headlines for himself. The influential newsman finally left Channel 3’s Krob

News ID: C-161228001128 (28 Dec 16/06:02)

&7 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

Krua Kao (News Family) after the court found him and his company guilty of
cheating more than 138 million baht in advertising revenue from Mass Commu-

nication Organization of Thailand
(Mcot) and of bribinga clerk to cover
up the incriminating documents.

Released on bail, he is now
appealing his sentence of 13 years,
four months. Sorrayuth’'s case
prompted the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) to discuss
with TV operators the industry’s
ethical standards. After he stepped
down, Channel 3's popular morning
news show continued to feature his
co-host, Pitchayatun Chanphut, as
the programme’s mainstay.
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PA PREMIER'S PICK

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-chaas a
TV critic: in March the premier encour-
aged Thais to watch Tae-yang-eui hoo-ye
(Descendants Of The Sun) on KBS World.
The sensational Korean drama portrays
the romance between a soldier and a
military doctor serving in a fictitious
war-torn land. The PM was impressed
on how the series conveys patriotism,
sacrifice and fulfilment of one’s duties,
and urged Thai producers to make sub-
stantial soap operas that promote the
same values. Later aired on Channel
7, Tae-yang-eui hoo-ye stars Song Joong
Ki, who topped Google Thailand’s list
of most-searched persons in 2016.
Likewise, the series took the No.1 spot
for most-searched terms.

E1 DOOMED DIGITALTV

After the initial brouhaha, reality has kicked in. Digital television may give
viewers a wider array of content, but for operators, the struggle has been tough
and trying, with broadcasters facing steep concession fees, high competition
and low advertising revenue. News programmes remain principle drawers,
but every channel new and old — Channels 3, 7 and 9, plus Thai Rath TV,
Amarin TV, PPTV and more — seems to follow more orless the same format
and content, and they resort to the popularity of individual newscasters to
pull in the ratings. Soap operas, meanwhile, are always bankable, and new
players such as GMM One is giving veterans like Channels 3 and 7 a run for
their money. Still, 2017 will remain a tough year for everyone.

1 HIT HORRORS 2
Horror, mythical and fantasy y
dramas seem to have won over i; -

viewers, with the line-up including
Kamlai Mas, Buang Atidtarn, Tayas
Asoon, Pid Saward, and Nakee

Aired in mid-2016, Channel
One's high-rated Pid Saward stars
Woranuch BhiromBhakdi as a
nang ram (dancer) of the Ayut-
thaya period. Slayed by her lover,
she takes vengeance on the rein-
carnated husband in the present
day; otherwise, she would forever
remain a spirit guarding the king-
dom’s treasure.

The ending of Channel 3's Nakee
onDec 5 achieved the year's high-
est rating, with the Isan-speaking
female protagonist played by Nat-
apohn Tameeruks tuming into a
raging giant serpent, who sadly has
to part from her human lover.

Natapohn Tameeruks in Nakee.
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F1 KOB'S COMEBACK

Suvanant “Kob” Kongying (now surnamed Punnakanta)and Sornram “Noom”
Theappitak were the 1990s’ hottest couple, comparable to today’s Nadech
Kugimiya and Urassaya Sperbund.

The November rerun of Channel 7’s historic period drama, Sai Lohit(1995),
revived their popularity, and stirred interest in the comeback of Suvanant —
now a mother of two — in new productions that again cast her against the
40-something Sornram.

Will their chemistry still have the magic? Their fans have to wait and see in
Dara Video's remake of Nam Soh Sai and Workpoint Entertainment’s sitcom,
Kwanjai Thailand, the latter premiering on Jan 8.

MUSIC

STORY: MELALIN
MAHAVONGTRAKUL

K1 BIG CONCERTS

Several motherships landed in Bangkok in 2016. The most excit-
ing and hysteria-inducing was in February, when crowds flocked
like hungry souls to Impact Arena to worship Madonna’s first ever
performance here. The Queen of Pop’s “Rebel Heart Tour” was an
immediate sell-out, and a second showwas scheduled the next day
to cater to fans’ overwhelming demand. Her showwas a great opener
for other notable artist who performed in the following months,
including Queen + Adam Lambert, Selena Gomez and Take That.
The momentum will hopefully continue, with Rajamangala National
Stadium hosting Coldplay in April, just a week before Songkran.
Other international concerts to look forward to next year are Guns
‘N’ Roses and the Goo Goo Dolls.

F1 MOLAM INTER

Thai country music like luk thung and mor lam may sometimes
be looked down upon as dated and provincial. How foolish!
Thai artists like the Paradise Bangkok Molam International
Band and Rasmee Isan Soul are taking their unique genre — the
rough folksy tunes tweaked to a global soundscape — out to
the worldstage. Paradise Bangkok toured Europe like rock stars
and performed at Glastonbury earlier this year, while Rasmee
has garnered an international fan base with her debut album
and performed in Poland and Indonesia.

We're also seeing the continual rise of luk thung into the
mainstream consciousness, with Isan singer Kong Huayrai
topping charts with his ballad Khu Khong (Soulmate), an orig-
inal soundtrack for the TV drama Nagee. Khu Khong, with its
Isan-dialect lyrics, has garnered more than 182 million views
since September. It still remains No.1 on music-streaming

app Joox's top-100 list, even though the drama finished its ; _, AN § — SA—
run weeks ago. The Paradise Bangkok Molam International Band.
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El ROCKER-RUNNER

The musician who made the loudest noise this year didn't do it on stage
or with his new album. Artiwara Kongmalai, known as Toon Bodyslam,
became one of the year's biggest personalities by setting out on a 400km
charity run, from Bangkok to Bang Saphan, to raise funds for a state hos-
pital. His 10-day ultramarathon became a phenomenon broadcast live
online and roused a spirit of philanthropy from the public. His run raised
more than 70 million baht and prompted a flurry of defensive responses
from public health officials about budget shortages for provincial state
hospitals. From now on, Artiwara will be remembered not just as one of
Thailand’s biggest rock stars but as a generous runner who has changed

his country for the better.

Y MUSIC LOSSES

It’s not far off to say that 2016 has been a year of great loss
to the music industry worldwide. This past weekend turned
outto be the last Christmas for singer George Michael, who
achieved success with the duo Wham! before going on to
even greater success as a solo act. And before his untimely
departure, Prince, David Bowie, Leonard Cohen, the Beastie
Boys’ John Berry (an original member from theirvery early
days), the Eagles’ Glenn Frey, Earth, Wind and Fire’s Maurice
White and more took the stairway to heaven. Thailand’s jazz
virtuoso King Bhumibol Adulyadej passed away in October,
leaving 48 of his royal compositions as a legacy for Thais
to cherish.

TR TR R RN R e e e e e e e ey iy o Continued on page 8
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F3 SUBDUED YEAR END

Much of the end-of-year festivity has been toned down out
ofrespect for King Rama IX's death. Concerts were cancelled
or postponed; there will be no fireworks for the countdown;
and music will not be played too loudly. A few local musi-
cians and performers have been out of jobs, especially in
October and November, with pubs and restaurants laying
low and quiet. But things are starting to pick up after the
30-day mourning period. Live acoustic performances have
returned to some venues. It will be a subdued countdown
come New Year’s Eve, but we should be able to enjoy our-
selves nevertheless.
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THEATRE

1 THE RAGING NEW BLOOD

Young theatre companies seemed unstoppable this year,
which is heartening given how ambitious and distinctive
some of them are. Splashing Theatre staged The Disappear-
ance Of The Boy On A Sunday Afternoon, another strange,
fascinating and confounding creation. The Dee-ng troupe
came outwith play that continued their exploration ofhow
we deal with conflicts and differences through childlike
characters in Yard. Miss Theatre, a new company formed
this year, gave us three productions in the second half of
the year, one of them a solo performance about a young
queer artist finding her voice through theatre.

A FAILURES TO ATTRIBUTE

You would think that artists who've made a career out of adapta-
tion know how to credit their source material. Not this year. The
Moo Moo Field was adapted from Annie Baker’s Circle Mirror
Transformation, but neither her name nor her play appeared in
the programme or any promotional materials. Ni Kue Safarn Hang
Phab Kanglung (This Is The Place Of The Hidden Picture) inconsist-
ently informed the media and public about the use of Christopher
Durang’s Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike. Worst of all was
Dans Le Noir, originally billed as “a detective story by Damkerng
Thitapiyasak” The director eventually admitted that it was adapted
from Robert Lepage and Marie Brassard'’s Polygraph, but changes
were never made to the promotional materials. Let’s hope this is
notthe new ethical standard for Bangkok's growing theatre scene.
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The Disappearance
Of The Boy On A
Sunday Afternoon.

E1 REMEMBERING OCTOBER 6
With this year being the 40th anniversary of the Thammasat Uni-
versity massacre, we saw fewer shows that critique the present
military regime and more that commemorate one of the darkest
episodes of modern Thai history. While some may find Teerawat
Mulvilai’s interpretation of the event through movements in Fun-
damental a little redundant, A Nowhere Place was refreshing for
conjuring up the images of the event through words and personal
narratives. For Little Red In The Ruins, director Ben Busararkam-
wong approached the subject through puppetry, storytelling and
live music. Ben’s retelling of Charles Perrault’s Little Red Riding
Hood portrays the Wolf in a sympathetic light and asa victim ofa
cycle of violence. In Reu (Paulina Salas And The Practice), director
Sineenadh Keitprapai brought together unshakeable memories
of Thailand and Chile’s oppressive regimes.

I FACING GRIEF

We rarely get to see plays in Thailand, original or
adapted, with characters that have complex psy-
chological traits. The subject of mental health,
too, remains taboo, even in the arts. But this year,
there were two productions about the handling
of grief: Josh Ginsburg's Stick Figures and Chu-
lalongkorn University’s Cheevit Dee Dee (from
Duncan Macmillian’s Every Brilliant Thing).
And for the first time we saw plays about political
oppression from a psychological angle, namely
Pradit Prasartthong's A Nowhere Place and Cres-
cent Moon Theatre’s Reu (Paulina Salas And The
Practice), a retelling of Ariel Dorfman’s Death
And The Maiden.

Page: 5/8

InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax. 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com



Bangkok Post
Circulation: 70,000
Ad Rate: 1,500

Bangkok Post

Section: Life/First Page

Volume: - No: -

Date: Wednesday 28 December 2016

Page: 1(Center), 8

Col.Inch: 320.45 Ad Value: 480,675 PRValue (x3): 1,442,025 Clip: Full Color
Headline: 5 TALKING POINTS IN THAI ENTERAINMENT

TOP 5
PERFORMANCES
OF 2016

W STICK FIGURES

We don't often get to see actors in emo-
tionally demanding roles on the Thai stage.
Butin Josh Ginsburg's Stick Figures, deftly
directed by Pattarasuda Anuman Rajadhon,
actors were forced to push their limits. The
result was one of the most gratifying and
moving plays of the year.

B ANOWHERE PLACE

Veteran theatre artist Pradit Prasartthong
proved that he could do more than write
musicals about iconic political figures or
modernise Thai musical-theatre forms.
This is an intelligent and affecting play
about the traumas of the Oct 6, 1976 mas-
sacre, unique in the way it humanises the
victim and the perceived perpetrator.

H HAPPY NEW YEAR, MR. SMITH

This quirky, rollicking play about a group
of friends in their 40s marks an artistic
turning point for Nophand Boonyai. It still
has Nophand’s experimental and absurdist
streaks, just with more emotion and with-
out any artistic posturing. The play felt like
it came straight from the artist’s heart. Well,
it landed right in ours.

B FUNDAMENTAL

B-Floor Theatre's Teerawat Mulvilai's
Fundamental is one of the best stage per-
formances this year, not only because it
insisted on speaking the unspeakable, but
because it showed that art will not let his-
tory be a thing of the past. The performers’
screams, the horror on their faces and their
vulnerable, shirtless bodies — history is
very much a pressing dialogue for today.

B SOMETHING MISSING:

THE RITE OF PASSAGE

The second instalment of South Korea’s
Theatre Momggol and B-Floor Theatre'’s
collaboration was a courageousresponse to
the violence in Thailand during this transi-
tional period. In the real world, we are hor-
rified by the anger and cruelty some people
have towards those who are ideologically
different. Onstage, The Rite Of Passagetook
us into the psyche of those people. It is at
once dark and illuminating.
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I THE COLLABORATIVE SPIRIT

Sometimes artistic collaborations end in disaster, but that wasn't
the case with a handful of productions we saw this year. In A
(Micro) History Of World Economics, Danced, French director
and playwright Pascal Rambert worked with almost 60 non-ac-
tors to break down economic theories, proving once again that
the stage is inseparable from real life. In Thanapol Virulhakul’s
Happy Hunting Ground, German and Thai performers illumi-
nate the politics oflove and relationships. South Korea's Theatre
Momggol and B-Floor Theatre’s Something Missing: The Rite Of
Passage, one of this year’s most striking shows, confronted the
wickedness of blind ideology and proved that there’s nothing
too heavy to be addressed onstage.

Happy New Year Mr. Smith.
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[l THE JOKERS

Pray for the future of movies: the highest-grossing
Thai film of 2016 was one that not everyone thinks is
funny. Luang P Jazz 4G (Joking Jazz 4G) is a grinding
hodgepodge of monk gags, wordplay and borderline
tactlessness that confirms every prejudice one might
have against Thai films. But because it was the sole
smash hit of the year — making 150 million baht in
Bangkok and probably 100 more in the provinces
— the comedy, starring TV bozo Jazz Chuanchuen,
became an unlikely saviour in an ever-unpredicta-
ble industry in desperate need of hits. Still, we're not
hopelessly hooked onsilliness: Jazz starred in another
film, Padd 888 Rang Talu Narok (Bus From Hell), and
while itwasn’t a total flop, everyone agrees this should
be the nail in this rotten coffin.
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A GDH'S UNCERTAIN START
It is believed that everything they touch is gold, but
we still need a little more time to prove that, now
that the hit-making studio GTH has moulted into
GDH559 and released two films in 2016 to mixed
results. Their curtain-opener Fan Day, a romantic
drama about female amnesia and Hokkaido tour-
ism, started modestly before cruising to become a
hitat nearly 100 million baht (though ithad a mostly
lukewarm response from critics and audiences). In
December, the studio released Porn Jak Fah (New
Year’s Gift), an omnibus of short films based on King
Bhumibol'’s royal compositions. Despite the senti-
mental value it projected, the film opened miserably
before struggling to climb to around 40 million baht.
It has been a sufficient though not spectacularyear,
and yet GDH559 will remain a prime player in Thai
cinema next year.

E1 NO CINEMA PARADISO

The two cinema chains in Thailand — Major Cine-
plex and SF Cinema — continue to function as the
ultimate, impregnable arbiters of taste. Filmmakers
need them to distribute their films, and they can say
either yes or no. But 2016 has seen a sign of things
to come: alternative screening spaces and the rise
of streaming services. The new Bangkok Screening
Room on Rama IV has opened, and traffic is said to
have grown, while existing spaces such as House
and Thai Film Archive remain steadfast in their
programming. Meanwhile, Thai films have been
included in streaming services such as Filmdoo
and iFlix, and the way people can access films will
continue to change in the near future. And speaking
of cinemas, Scala’s contract has been extended for
another two years.
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Y INDEPENDENT SPIRIT

Thai independent films continue to laugh, cry, trudge on and
endure the fate that has plagued them for years: the accusation
of snobbery, the difficulty to finance, the limited, almost discrim-
inatoryrelease schedule. Among the notable indie titles of 2016
are Anocha Suwichakornpong's Dao Khanong (By The Time It
Gets Dark); Prabda Yoon's Rong Raem Tang Dao (Motel Mist);
Tanwarin Sukkhapisit's Purnp Namman (A Gas Station), Pimpaka
Towira’s Mahasamut Lae Susan (The Island Funeral). These are
films of diverse quality, but they are certainly different, brave,
and at least try to offer something unfamiliar. The vital signs of
Thai cinema depend on the survival of both mainstream hits

and small titles with artistic merit.

=
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=
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=
~

Apichatpong Weerasethakul, left, and Prince Constantijn during
the award ceremony of the Prince Claus Prize, in Amsterdam.

F HONOUR TO LOCAL SON

The maturity and future of Thai cinema can’t possibly move on
without news of Apichatpong Weerasethakul receiving another
honour. This year, the internationally well-known Thai filmmaker
was a recipient of the prestigious Prince Claus Fund, which
supports cultural visionaries working in parts of the world where
resources and opportunities are limited and cultural heritage
threatened. Apichatpong received the prize from HRH Crown
Prince Constantijn of the Netherlands earlier this month and
gave a moving speech about the importance of art and cultural
expression at a time when such basic rights aren’t guaranteed.
That said, the filmmaker’s much-praised Rak Ti Khon Kaen
(Cemetery Of Splendour), which is featured in most best-of lists
around the world, remains unreleased in Thailand.
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