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Mr Takorn says not
holding the ITU
Telecom World
Forum as planned
would hurt
Thailand’s
credibility.
PATTARACHAI
PREECHAPANICH

ITU Telecom World Forum
to take place as scheduled

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The ITU Telecom World Forum 2016 will
take place next month in Thailand as
scheduled, the government says.

The global platform for high-level debate
to accelerate ICT innovations, to be held
on Nov 14-17 in Bangkok, must continue
as planned, otherwise it would diminish
the country’s credibility.

But the event will not feature enter-
tainment or colourful activities as a
mark of respect for His Majesty the King,
said Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general
of the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC).

The ITU Telecom World Forum, organ-
ised by the NBTC, is scheduled to take place
at Impact Arena Exhibition and Conven-
tion Center.

The International Telecommunica-
tion Union (ITU) has chosen Thailand to
host the forum in Bangkok this year under
the theme of “Collaborating in the Digi-
tal Economy”.

NBTC chairman Thares Punsri
and former ICT minister Uttama Savanay-
ana signed an agreement at the country
level with ITU secretary-general Houlin
Zhao on May 16.

The cabinet has set up a national com-
mittee to oversee the event. The NBTC,
meanwhile, has allocated 300 million baht
to support all related activities.

Mr Takorn said the forum is expected to
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attract investment from global tech com-
panies. It will also actas a venue to update
the government's digital economy policy.

In addition, Thailand’s ICT-related
industries can expect to benefit from the
global event, especially startup companies.

The forum will bring together a wide
range of ICT-related people, ranging from
small and large companies to investors,
innovators and decision makers.

Mr Takorn said the ITU Telecom World
Forum 2016 will focus on fostering the
development of the digital economy
worldwide and the promotion of small and
medium-sized enterprise (SME) networks
and businesses.

Best SME awards will be granted to
world-class enterprises at the event for
the first time.

Mr Takorn said the ITU Telecom World
2016 is expected to attract 100,000 visitors.
Interested people can join the event free
of charge.

Thailand was chosen to host the event
for the third time this year. The first time
was in 2008 under the “New Generation
New Values” theme, and the second was
in 2013 under the theme of “Embracing
Change in a Digital World".

Mr Takorn said the development of
the digital economy needs participa-
tion from all parts of society, especially
new-generation entrepreneurs, to create
innovative businesses and services in the
digital era.
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