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TV crossed ethical
line in gun drama

n Thursday afternoon, television viewers sat glued to their sets watching the
six-hour standoff between police and murder suspect Wanchai Danaitamo-
nut. It was a real-life suspense drama being played out on the TV networks,
as the Rajabhat University lecturer brandished a gun and threatened to kill
himself while relatives and friends begged him to surrender.
Wanchaiwas being sought over the killing of two colleagues at Phranakhon
Rajabhat University on Wednesday. Police tracked him down to a hotel on Thursday
about noon and called in friends and relatives to try to console the distraught man.
Shortly after, an army of reporters arrived on the scene. Television networks set up
broadcasting equipment to air the unedited event, which evolved into a marathon
bout of negotiations.

Then the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission, the tele-
communications regulator, stepped in, issuing an urgent notice to the TV networks
to cease broadcasting the incident. None complied. So for several hours, millions
of people were able to watch the pitiful display of the stressed man switching the
gun back and forth, pointing it at his head and then lowering it. One of his friends
was filmed falling to her knees, begging him to give up. An ambulance was filmed
at close range to the hotel entrance as police commandos watched close by.

Less than 100 metres away was a phalanx of reporters and news crews. Why did
the police let them set up so close to a man who had allegedly killed two colleagues
and was still brandishing a gun. Why wasn't the area cordoned off and bystanders
kept at a safe distance?

The final moment in this drama came unexpectedly. Although the cameras did
not capture it, they did broadcast Wanchai’s shocked friend covering her face with
her hands. The broadcasts ended soon after when he was taken to hospital, where
he was pronounced dead.

Later that evening, social media commentators questioned whether broadcast-
ers had gone too far in showing so much of this distressing incident, particularly
Wanchai'’s friend’s reaction when he pulled the trigger.

The vivid reporting of this standoff must be looked at as a kind of litmus test of
the ethical standards of the media. Reporters will argue that they have a duty to
keep the public updated as news unfolds. Television executives will add that the
moment when the man pulled the trigger was impossible to anticipate, and therefore
difficult to manage in respect of the reactions of those nearby.

News organisations are being forced to

compete for audience attention with amateur
news ‘presenters’. Consumers do not just want to
be informed of what has already happened - they
want to live in the moment of a breaking event
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It is true that the rapid development of technology and the subsequent
pervasiveness of the internet age have put additional pressure on the traditional
news media. When news used to be dominated by the print media, such events as
above were covered in the past tense. Radio and television, of course, changed all
that, butitis the internet age, with the rise of the social media and the proliferation
of smartphones, that has pushed the boundaries of news coverage.

Today, even prime time TV news is found wanting in being able to present high-
lighted coverage to an expectant audience. Today, breaking news is instead “rushed
to air” on the social media through smartphones, and is swiftly viewed around the
world on Facebook and Twitter and on mobile apps such as Line.

Many news junkies like to watch unfolding events and join in ongoing online
discussions in real-time. They do not, as in the past, need to sit glued to a television
set as they now can follow every development on their smartphones. That means
news organisations are forced to compete for audience attention with amateur
news “presenters”. Consumers do not just want to be informed of what has already
happened — they want to live in the moment of a breaking event. So while the
professional media takes flak for violating ethical issues, many consumers will have
already been a part of the drama.

During the Erawan Shrine bombing on Aug 17 last year, a reporter from a
television station was castigated for contaminating the scene by reporting from too
close to the location. It seemed reporting live with a backdrop of rescue workers
carrying the victims from the shrine was irresistible.

In incidents like this, some media outlets justify their actions by pointing out that
the social media and the new culture of “citizen reporting” is make their traditional
cautionary approach pointless.

But professional journalists should know when and where to draw the line. They
have the training and the knowledge to know what is acceptable and what isn’t.
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NBTC SUMMONS FIVE TELEVISION STATIONS

Prayut blasts
media over
‘live suicide’

POST REPORTERS

»» Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha has
criticised the media for its coverage of the
police’s standoff with a murder suspect,
which ended when the university lecturer
shot himself.

Gen Prayut’s criticism came as
the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission said it planned
to summon the management of five TV sta-
tions for questioning over the live broadcast
of the marathon police negotiations.

The negotiations ended when Wanchai
Danaitamonut, a suspect in Wednesday’s
double-murder at a Bangkok university,
shot himself. Several TV stations covered
the standoff live, but none broadcast
the shooting.

“What's the use of televising such a vio-
lent scene?” Gen Prayut said.

“Was the practice something [the media
thinks| was admirable? How many times do
I have to beg you not to show public images
or footage containing violent scenes?”

The visibly distressed Wanchai, 60, was
suspected of shooting fellow lecturers
Pichai Chaisongkram, 56, and Natthapol
Chumworathayee, 54, in an examination
room at Phranakhon Rajabhat University
in Bangkok on Wednesday morning,

A graduate student told police he wit-
nessed the shooting, and said Wanchai fled
the scene.

Amanhunt for Wanchailed to Thursday’s
tense standoff at a Bangkok hotel lasted
almost six hours. During the negotiations,
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trusted friends, relatives and police officials
pleaded with him to surrender.

Supinya Klangnarong, an NBTC
member, said the NBTC had instructed all
television stations to be mindful of their
live broadcast of the negotiations and they
should at least censor images that might
disturb or stir unrest.

Yesterday, she posted on Facebook that
the NBTC would ask Thai Rath TV, Nation
TV, TNN 24, Spring News and T News,
which ran live broadcasts of Thursday’s
incident, to explain their actions tomorrow.

Such broadcasts could be deemed a
breach of guidelines, for which some TV
stations have been punished in the past,
said Ms Supinya.

The NBTC publicly issued a caution
on Thursday during the controversial live
broadcast that said protracted coverage of
asensitive incident could be regarded as an
act that undermines law and order.

It said this is prohibited under Section 37
of the broadcasting law, and that offenders
risked legal action. The broadcast raised
questions around media ethics and possi-
bly breached the law, the NBTC said.

Two separate police stations are inves-
tigating the incident. Pol Maj Gen Charoen
Srisasalak, commander of the Metropoli-
tan Police Bureau’s Division 2, said Bang
Khen police were handling the murder of
the two lecturers, while Bang Sue police
were investigating Thursday’s attempted
capture of Wanchai.
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THE WEEK AREAD

MONDAY

Who holds the five-day, 69th annual
World Health Assembly in Geneva start-
ing tonight? That’s correct: WHO.

The three-day Tuna 2016 starts today in
Bangkok, or to give it its full name, the
14th Infofish World Tuna Trade Confer-
ence and Exhibition. Thai fleet owner and
packers will be there in numbers.

The two-week French Open of tennis,
also known as Roland Garros, begins
today. The final event, the men’s champi-
onship, will be on June 5.

US President
Barack Obama will
fly towards Thai-
land this morning,
but stop short
(again) in Vietnam.
The Hong Kong court will tell student
leader Joshua Wong his punishment for
promoting democracy.

TUESDAY

The Royal Thai Navy is running a four-
day, large-scale war game with the US
Navy, beginning today. Thais will sail the
HTMS Chakri Naruebet, HTMS Taksin
and HTMS Naresuan, while the Ameri-
cans will be operating submarines.
Future Park mall is sponsoring an Otop
Asian Fair today with a huge variety of
handmade products.

Nong Chik district of Pattani begins a
three-day celebration of its 208th anni-
versary this morning. The government
is trying to develop the amphoe as a
“district of peace”.

Today is the last day of the govern-
ment-sponsored, government-promoted
Padung Krung Kasem weekend market
near Government House.

Disgraced comedian Bill Cosby begins
what will be a long US trial, probably
many of them, for sexual assault.

www.ignewsclip.com

WEDNESDAY

Billionaire rich kid Vorayudh “Boss”
Yoovidhya will report to Thong Lor police
today to take responsibility for his part
in the hit-and-run death of Pol Snr Maj
Wichian Klanprasert on Sept 3, 2012.
Ha-ha, just kidding of course. His lawyer
might have a cock-and-bull story or
maybe police will emulate the DSI and
set another “last date to report or else’.
Leicester City and England national
striker Jamie Vardy is marrying his part-
ner Becky Nicholson, with whom he has a
daughter, this evening.

Lifestyle Furniture and Decor Expo 2016
is on all week, through the weekend, at
Bitec Bang Na. The World of Food Asia
2016 will take over Impact Muang Thong
from today through to Sunday.

A US court will rule tonight whether the
US women'’s football team has the right
to strike.

THURSDAY

Pet Expo Thailand begins a four-day run
at Queen Sirikit National Convention
Center today.

The G7 summit begins today at Shima, a
small city in Mie Prefecture east of Osaka.
The meetings will be on an island so you
will know your place.

Rise and shine! It's Digital Thailand Day,
and the busiest man in the country will
be Internet Censorship of Thailand (ICT)
Minister Uttama Savanayana, talking
about the developing Digital Thailand.
Exhibits will be set up for the next three
days at the Queen Sirikit National Con-
vention Center.

FRIDAY

The National Anti-Corruption Com-
mission promised to look again at its
decision to drop the suit against Lord

News ID: C-160522001014 (22 May 16/06:22)
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Voldemort’s ex-premier Somchai Wong-
sawat for dispersing yellow-shirt protest-
ers at parliament in 2007, resulting in one
death and many injuries. After strong
pressure from the ammart, the NACC will
announce today whether to drop the case
or re-pursue it.

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission will demon-
strate again the correct way to mess up a
4G auction.

MMA (finally) comes to Thailand and
Impact Muang Thong rather spectacu-
larly tonight. Trang's world strawweight
champion Dejdamrong Sor Amnuay-
sirichoke (6-0-0, 2 KOs) faces Shooto
flyweight belt holder Yoshitaka “Nobita”
Naito (10-0-0, 1 KO) of Japan. Big Ass The
Lion and Bodyslam supply lots of music.
Tickets from 12,000 to 300 baht from Tha-
iTicketMajor.

Mr Obama heads for Hiroshima and the
atomic bomb memorial today. He is the

only sitting president to visit either city
bombed by the US at the end of WWIL.

SATURDAY

Wat Thung Yang in Uttaradit Province
holds the last and climactic day of the
week-long Lord Buddha Cremation
Ceremony, known locally as Uttamee
Buja. Monks create an effigy to re-enact
the Lord Buddha’s funeral and, tonight,
cremation on a pyre.

Siam Discovery reopens today and mar-
keters will tell you it now is “Thailand’s
largest lifestyle speciality store’.

The final promotion match for next
season’s Premier League is late tonight
(1am) at Wembley. Sheffield Wednesday
will play Derby or Hull for automatic
promotion; which one wasn'’t clear at
press time. Atletico Madrid play Real
Madrid for the Champions League trophy
at Milan's San Siro stadium at 1.45am.
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LOSERS

Broadcast regulators

If you can depend on the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications Com-
mission for anything, it’s a total inability
to organise (as the vulgar segment put it)
arestroom party at a beer factory. After
its latest fiasco last November of letting

a bidder with no money run bidding

up over 70 billion baht, the NBTC did it
again. This Friday, it will hold an “auc-
tion” for a part of the public’s airwaves
with one bidder — Lord Voldmort's old
Advanced Info Service. The other two
“big three” players, DTAC and True Move,
don't want any part of the 900-megahertz
spectrum auction.
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