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Few winners seen in hasty move to digital TV

Thai |
Pulse

Compiled by VEERA PRATEEPCHAIKUL and PLOENPOTE ATTHAKOR

Column: Thai Pulse: Few winners seen in hasty move to digital TV

the National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission (NBTC) to task for its
decision to force all analogue TV stations to
go digital without giving them sufficient time
to prepare.

He said he had no idea which of the two
opposing sides, the NBTC and Channel 3 TV
station, would emerge as the winner over
the enforced shift from analogue to digi-
tal broadcasts.

All he knew was that if Channel 3 goes blank,
the country’s 23 million households or 65 mil-
lion people will be affected.

The crux of the matter is not just about the
move from the analogue to digital platform
but also about competition among digital TV
stations because there are too many of them

A ’ ¢ and most are bland, do not have a substantial
Channel 3, which is the country s most popular following and, more importantly, do not have

TV station with a daily following of 40-50 million commercials, said Lom Plien Thit.
viewers, is resisting demands that it ditch The NBTC has a track record of failures from
analogue broadcasting and go fully digital. the auction of 3G spectrum to the auction for
the 24 digital TV channels.
columnist Lom He said most members of the NBTC are
Thal Rath Plien Thit is taking not real broadcasting experts but military

-

e

A file photo shows NBTC commissioners meeting digital TV operators to discuss the move to digital broadcasting.
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Kittisak Soomsri, a suspected “man in black”, re-enacts a crime scene in connection with the 2010 political
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violence near the Kok Wua intersection amid tight security.

personnel, doctors and NGO representatives.

Citing the auction of 3G spectrum for mobile
phone services, the Thai Rath columnist said he
didn’t understand why an auction for 4G spec-
trum was held instead because 3G was already
an outdated technology.

The NBTC then planned an auction for 4G
spectrum despite the operators of 3G spectrum
having yet to complete the installation of their
signal poles.

On the auction of the 24 digital TV channels,
Lom said many observers were asking after
the auction which of the successful bidders
would go broke first, because there were too
many channels.

On top of that, there are an additional 12
public channels and another 12 channels for
community television, taking the total to 48
channels on the digital platform, not counting a
horde of cable and satellite TV channels.

The writer said some digital TV stations
had experienced financial problems to the
extent they could not pay their performers
and producers.

The problem is not just that Channel 3 has
refused to go digital but also the prohibitive
costs of digital broadcasting, Lom Plien Thit
said, adding experts have estimated the mini-
mum cost of each channel at one billion baht
ayear.

That means each channel must earn at
least that amount a year to stay afloat and out
of a total of 24 channels only 10 are expected
to survive.

“Now you see the disaster awaiting digital
TV operators which is the result of the NBTC's
performance,” said Lom, citing the case of Japan
which took 11 years to switch from analogue
to digital, not just a couple of months as in
our case.

News ID: C-140916001070 (16 Sep 14/06:20)

Men in black
are back

Th men in black are back in the news,
e partly thanks to red-shirt leaders
questioning the arrest of four “men in black”
suspects and another female suspect who were
shown to the media last week.

Writing in Thai Post newspaper, column-
ist Pakkard Hom said he is surprised the Pheu
Thai Party still insists the black-clad shooters do
not exist.

“We are still trapped in a society which
cannot distinguish between right and wrong,
good and evil. Despite the evidence, we con-
tinue to deny the existence of the men in black,”
he said.

The previous government under Yingluck
Shinawatra had done nothing to look into
claims black shirts were behind some of the vio-
lence against the former Abhisit government in
2010. The Department of Special Investigation
under Tarit Pengdit also did little as it wanted to
appease Ms Yingluck.

If anyone has any doubt about the existence
of the men in black, Pakkard Hom suggested
they should read the 2012 report of the Truth
for Reconciliation Commission led by former
attorney-general Kanit na Nakhon which
provided an insight into the violence during the
red-shirt protests.

It also looked at the involvement of the men
in black in violent incidents such as the one
at Kok Wua intersection in which Col Rom-
klao Thuvatham and three of his men were
killed and dozens injured by gunshots and
bomb shrapnel.
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He said Mr Kanit’s report was so damning
that red-shirt leaders and the Pheu Thai Party
have been too embarrassed to talk about it. The
Yingluck government chose to sit on the report
for the same reason, he said.

The persistent refusal of the red-shirt move-
ment and the Pheu Thai Party to acknowledge
the men in black sits in contradiction to their
insistence the so-called anti-government “pop-
corn” warrior was real, and their willingness to
allow justice to run its course regarding his case.
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A Thai language textbook written for Japanese
readers contains an offensive word in Thai, which
is reportedly upsetting some netizens.

Beastly swear
word upsets

A offensive word in a Thai language
n textbook for Japanese is drawing

public criticism.

The Daily News newspaper said the word
appears in both Thai and Japanese with pho-
netic spelling, refers to animals, and said it can
be commonly used to express anger. The book
title and the publisher’s name are provided.

One netizen said he was stunned to see such
aword.

He said he was afraid the profanity may land
innocent Japanese who use it in trouble.

However, some social media members
think it's acceptable to teach offensive lan-
guage to foreigners, instead of focusing only on
polite words.

News ID: C-140916001070 (16 Sep 14/06:20)
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Netizen Thanes PL urged people to be more
open-minded as teaching bad words to foreign-
ers can be useful. Those words are used often in
daily life, he said.

Bus helper
wins praise
A child .. e omons

netizens, who have circulated a clip of the
boy at work. The clip was carried by the
Postjung webboard.

The boy impressed commuters with his
diligence and friendliness, said Aus NKL who
posted the clip on Youtube under the heading,
“What did you do when you were this age?”

The identity of the boy, who is aged about 9-10,
was not known. The clip shows him working on
bus No. 182 from Ramkhamhaeng I1 to Mor Chit.
Posters asked if his father was the driver and the
boy, who was in school uniform and an over-sized
conductor’s jacket, helps after class.

Netizen Khunchai Namdaeng said the clip
may not please some Thais. “Some may praise
him for the way he helps his family, while others
may wonder if he should spend his time better
by doing homework,” he said.

Gontact thaipulse@bangkokpost.co.th
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A clip of the young bus conductor appears on the
Postjung website.
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Channel 3, NBTC to discuss
settlement at meeting today

Smoothing the path
for digital migration

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) is seek-
ing a solution to help Channel 3 migrate
to digital via a simulcast and cut its fixed

something in exchange to join the speedy
process of moving to digital.

“As the regulator, we should lead the
regulation scheme by having
negotiations and seeking a
compromise,” Col Natee said.

If the row is brought to
court, the digital transition
could be delayed.

Channel 3 has filed a com-
plaint with the Central Admin-
istrative Court to get a ruling
on whether it still has free

costs, especially concession fees, in a bid ’ﬁ(
to foster fair play.

“We must help Channel 3 to migrate
its content to air digitally by offering pos-

: TV status.
Natee: Compromise The NBTC will meet repre-
the preferred method  sentatives of Channel 3 today

sible incentives,” said Col Natee Sukon-
rat, chairman of the NBTC's broadcast-
ing committee.

Bangkok Entertainment Co, the conces-
sion holder of Channel 3, must pay MCOT

Plc 200-250 million baht a year as a con-
cession fee until 2020.

At the same time, Bangkok Enter-
tainment parent BEC World
Plc must pay licence fees to
the NBTC for three digital
TV channels.

This means that if Channel
3 airs its content digitally via
a simulcast, it faces consider-
able expenses for operating
one channel.

The other broadcasters,
meanwhile, pay only digital
TV licence fees.

Channel 3's proposed solu-
tion is to migrate its content to
the digital terrestrial platform.

The NBTC could set the same pay-
ment conditions for existing and new TV
operators, but Channel 3 would have to do

News ID: C-140916001125 (16 Sep 14/05:53)
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to discuss the dispute. Without

a settlement, the channel could go dark as
early as Sept 27.

Channel 3 wants the NBTC to revise a

broadcasting committee resolution that

asked satellite and cable operators to pro-
hibit the broadcast of analogue Channel 3
within 15 days of the order.

In related news, the NBTC s letting ana-
logue Channel 3 air the Asian Games even
though it now lacks free TV status, along
with Channel 33 HD.

This way, the 30% of Thai households
who still watch TV via the terrestrial ana-
logue system can enjoy the games.

The approval came in response to a
request by the Television Pool of Thailand,
whose members include analogue Chan-
nels3,5,7,9and 11.

“We want to make sure that Thais can
watch the Asian Games live on many plat-
forms including analogue, digital and pay
TV, Col Natee said.

Apart from free TV, TrueVisions
won the pay TV rights to broadcast the
Asian Games.
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NBTC, Ch 3 meet
on broadcast
future today

ANALOG CHANNEL
FACES BEING BLOCKED
AS COUNTRY MOVES
INTO DIGITAL ERA

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THE BROADCASTING regulator
yesterday agreed to negotiate with
Channel 3 over its continued pres-
ence on TV platforms afterreceiving
therequested proposal from the sta-
tion last week.

Because it broadcasts in the old
analog format, Channel 3 faces being
blocked from cable and satellite car-
riers as the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications
Commission tries to shift the
Kingdom towards modern digital
television.

The first official round of talks
will be held today, Sombat
Leetapata, acting deputy secretary-
general of the NBTC, told the press,
while declining to divulge the venue
and time.

Natee Sukonrat, chairman of the
NBTC’s broadcasting committee,
said Bangkok Entertainment Co
(BEC), which is the operator of
Channel 3, must send akey decision-
maker as its representative to the
meeting,

“We want to make sure that this
dialogue can bring about the best
solution in line with protection of
the public interest,” Natee said.

News ID: C-140916003022 (16 Sep 14/05:43)
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However, the results of the dis-
cussions should not affect an exist-
ing broadcasting concession inked
by BEC and MCOT, which expiresin
March 2020.

BEC’s proposal is to air analog
contenton oneofitsdigital TV chan-
nels.

According to the NBTC, BEC has
to pay about Bt200 million in annu-
al concession fees to MCOT to
broadcast analog Channel 3 while
its affiliate BEC-Multimedia has to
pay annual licence fees after win-
ning the rights to three digital ter-
restrial TV channels.

It also has to pay other fees and
costs, including for leasing a digital
TV network. ;

Under its proposal, if BEC agrees
to simulcast Channel 3 content on
high-definition  digital 3HD
Channel, operated by its sister com-
pany, the NBTC should offer to waive
the regulatory fee and relax some
rules for BEC-Multimedia.

Thebroadcasting committee also
agreed with a proposal submitted by
the TV Pool of Thailand seeking per-
mission for Channel 3 to broadcast
live the 17th Incheon Asian Games
from South Korea.

Thelive telecast by Channel 3 will
be simulcast on 3HD Channel dur-
ing the Games.

TV Pool of Thailand sought the
permission because Channel 3isnot
considered a free TV broadcasting
service after the NBTC issued its
“must carry” rule early this year,
which defines free TV as terrestrial-
based digital TV only.
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ICT to amend law as Science Ministry pushes for @ more innovative society

USANEE MONGKOLPORN,
ASINA PORNWASIN
THE NATION

THE INFORMATION and
Communications Technology
Ministry will set up a committee
with the National Broadeasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) to amend the Frequency
Allocation Act and define clearer
roles for the two sides.

The Science and Technology
Ministry, meanwhile, will work to
drive Thailand beyond the middle-
income trap into an innovative soci-
ety.
Both ICT Minister Pornchai

Rujiprapa and Science and
Technology Minister Pichet
Durongkaveroj delivered policy
speeches yesterday while taking
office for the first time.

Pornchai said his other priorities
included amending computer and
e-commerce-related laws and
improving the financial perform-
ance of state telecom enterprises.
The joint committee will identify

.and reduce redundant work within
the next two months and soon com-
' pletely define the areas in the fre-

: quency law it will amend for the

" ministry to forward to the National

¢ Legislative Assembly.

The ministry reserves orbital

[issues

slots,
while the
NBTC

satellite
operator
licences.
Industry
executives
believe
that one or
the other
should
assume
both
duties.

Many
parties have urged the 11-member
NBTC to revise the Frequency
Allocation Law, especially the clause
requiring the allocation of spectra
by auction only. Some also want to
see a reduction in the number of
commissioners, changes to their
qualifications, and that it should be
no longer an independent body but
work under the ICT Ministry.

Pornchai said he would also
focus on improving the finances of
TOT and CAT Telecom. However,
merging them will be the last
option. The ministry would speed
up the spending of its remaining
2014 budget of Bt5 billion.

Pichet said his mission was to
reform the country with science,

Pornchai Rujiprapa

technolo-
gy and
innova-

¢ tion. The
minister is
set to exe-
cute the
policy in
three
phases —
short term
of three
months,
middle
term of
one year
or less,
and long term of five to 10 years.

In the short term, it will raise the
tax refund for research and devel-
opment to 300 per cent from the
current 200 per cent; drive science,
technology and innovation invest-
ment in mega-projects to be at least
3 per cent; and help small and
medium-sized enterprises use sci-
ence, technology and innovation.

In the medium term, it will
revise regulations to make it easier
for the private sector to benefit from
the government’s existing R&D and
to improve the entire study of
STEM (science, technology, engi-
neering and mathematics). -

In the long term, it wants to turn
the country into a society driven by

Pichet Durongkaveroj
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science, technology and innovation.

The ministry’s mission is in line
with the government’s policy to
drive the country’s R&D invest-
ment, including the government
and private sectors, to 1 per cent of
gross domestic product by 2016 -
the end of the 11th National
Economic and Social Development
Plan (2012-16) - and to be 2 per
cent'of GDP by 2021, the end of the
12th Economic and Social
Development Plan (2017-21). It also
wants to drive the ratio of R&D
investment between the govern-
ment and the private sector from
51:49 now to 30:70 by 2021, and
make science, technology and inno-
vation drivers of the country’s
mega-projects.

R&D is about 0.37 per cent of
GDP. It aims to have GERD at 1 per
cent of GDP by the end of 2016,
when GERD would be Bt130 bil-
lion, which is from the government
and private sectors at a ratio of
30:70.

To encourage the private sector
to invest more in R&D, measures
are required to support the private
sector with incentives to invest in
science, technology and innovation,
including financial support through
tax benefits, technology support
through the public-private partner-
ship programme and R&D consult-

News ID: C-140916003044 (16 Sep 14/05:42)
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“THE MISSION IS TO
TRANSFORM THAILAND VIA
INNOVATION POLICY
THROUGH THE COLLABORA-
TION STRATEGY. WE FOCUS
ON PUBLIC-PRIVATE PART-
NERSHIPS TO COLLABORATE
WITH OTHER MINISTRIES,
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS
AND THE PRIVATE SECTOR.”

ing, and licensing.

“The mission is to transform
Thailand via innovation policy
through the collaboration strategy.
We focus on public-private partner-

- ships to collaborate with other min-

istries, educational institutions and
the private sector,” Pichet said.

For example, SMEs are on the
national agenda, so they are also the
priority of the ministry. It will
transfer government R&D to help
the private sector, especially SMEs,
to benefit from this research more
easily.

It will also work on adjusting
regulations so that the private sec-
tor can easily benefit from the min-
istry’s existing R&D measures.
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