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THE WEEK AHEAD

MONDAY

It will be Christmas in Sukhothai and
Phitsanulok for the cabinet, presumably
with gifts galore for the locals.

It’s the last day of the Otop City expo at
Challenger Hall, Muang Thong, with
25,000 separate goods on sale. Go ahead
and count them, let us know if some-
one exaggerated.

Liberia votes today to choose who will
succeed the first elected African female
leader, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf after two
terms. No nation beginning with “T” will
be allowed to vote today.

Turkey will try reporter Erol Onderoglu
of Reporters without Borders for the
ludicrous charge of “spreading terrorist
propaganda” — English translation,
reporting about Kurdish rebels.

The annual Sydney-Hobart race begins
today. Stories of boats in dire distress
begin tomorrow.

THURSDAY

Police, the army and the government will
begin their biannual one-week
enforcement of anti-drink-driving laws,
although all their pronouncements and
car seizures will have no effect on the
highway slaughter. You may resume
drinking and driving simultaneously on
Jan 5.

The two-day Thailand Open Rackelton
Championship begins today at the
Ambassador Hotel courts at Jomtien.

As everyone knows, rackelton is a
four-sport competition, working up from
table tennis to badminton, on to squash
and then lawn tennis.

The Full Moon Party at Koh Phangan
begins this evening, and this month

it will last all the way through

New Year's Eve, in an attempt to
produce four times the vomit of an aver-
age month.

www.ignewsclip.com

TUESDAY

Do Day Dream, makers of the spec-
tacularly named Snail White skincare
products, begins trading on the Stock
Exchange of Thailand today. It's the pric-
iest IPO of the year, 53 baht apiece for 76
million shares on offer.

Boxing isn’t all that popular in England
any more, so Boxing Day has been cor-
rupted into Football Day. Matches begin
at 7.30 this evening (Spurs vs South-
ampton) with six games at 10 (Chel-
sea-Brighton and Man United-Burnley
seem the best) and then Liverpool
hosting Swansea at midnight-30 to

close out the day on the Premier League
pitches. Weirdly, Newcastle vs Man City
late tomorrow night (actually 2.45am
Thursday) and Palace-Arsenal 24 hours
after that are also billed as Boxing Day
matches. Thank goodness David Bowie
did not live to see this.

FRIDAY

Official New Year's Eve celebrations begin
today, in an effort to produce three times
the profits of a regular New Year’s Eve
party. New Tourism and Sports Minister
Weerasak Kowsurat has commanded
tourists of all nationalities to spend 15.56
billion baht in order to make his first
report to the military bosses look good.
Yutthasak Supasorn, governor of the
Tourism Authority of Thailand, has
decreed that 2.48 million Thai tourists
will be on the move this weekend, spend-
ing exactly 8.994 billion baht.

The Bank of Thailand will release its
annual Monetary Policy Report.

The State Railway of Thailand has eight
extra trains running out of Bangkok to
the provinces today and tomorrow, and
six others on inter-city routes elsewhere.
Addition trains will run back to Bangkok
and other big cities on Jan 2 and 3.
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WEDNESDAY

A meeting today will begin serious work
on the 2019-20 budget. Top reps of the
Finance Ministry, the National Economic
and Social Development Board, the
Bank of Thailand and the Budget Bureau
are involved.

The board of the always interesting
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission meets
today to decide whether to agree to waive
4G licensing fees for five more years.

The criminal court at Shah Alam,
Malaysia, will sentence Australian
grandmother Maria Elvira Pinto
Exposto, 54, on drug charges — with the
death penalty no longer mandatory. She
was arrested three years ago this month
with 1.5kg of crystal meth but it seems
she was a victim of an online dating
scam and didn’t even know what she
was carrying.

SATURDAY

December is the only month with three
official lottery drawings and tomorrow

is almost certainly the day you will win
the New Year’s Eve lottery. Buy a ticket,
because all profits go towards buying
submarines and tanks.

Happy four-day weekend. No more holi-
days for you lot until March. For devotees
of the biannual highway slaughter, Song-
kran will be a holiday from April 13-17.
Martial law in the southern Philippines
expires tomorrow — unless President
Punisher Duterte extends it.

The Premier League matches all are

late games today, with Chelsea-Stoke
and Liverpool-Leicester headlining the
six-match schedule at 10pm. If you don’t
celebrate Amateur Night bottleside,
tomorrow’s two matches are intriguing:
Palace at Man City at 7pm followed by
West Brom-Arsenal at 11.30.
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